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take place at a military camp in England during time of war: Pitchers
v. Surrey County Council, [1923] 2 K.B. 57.
It is the duty of every citizen and the special duty of magistrates Duty'to
and police officers to suppress unlawful and disorderly assemblies:
Charge to the Bristol Grand Jury (1832), 5 C. & P. 261; K. & L. 415.
A magistrate or police officer must hit the exact line between excess and Riots.
and failure of duty and is guilty of criminal neglect if he fails to
judge rightly: The King v. Pinney (1832), 5 C. & P. 254; K. & L. 418.1
Soldiers have the same duty as other citizens to suppress riots, but it
is desirable that they, like civilians, should act in subordination to a
magistrate and that an officer in charge of troops should not order
recourse to arms on his own initiative, unless the danger is pressing
and immediate.2
1  It is not the practice to prosecute a private citizen for failure to take action
on his own initiative.
2  See also p. 420-21 ,post.